
Today, we will be making meaning about how Katherine Paterson 
develops Lyddie’s character and how working in the mill affects her 
and the other girls.  We will also analyze how working conditions affect 
Lyddie and if she should sign the petition or not.
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I can make inferences about the pros and cons  
Lyddie and the other girls face when they try to 
bring about change related to the working 
conditions in the mill.

I can engage in discussions with my classmates 
about the importance of bringing about change 
when things are unfair.





Hours

Compensation

Health, Safety and Environment

Treatment of Individual Workers (harassment, 
discrimination, etc.)

Treatment of Groups of Workers (Unions, etc.)

Child Labor and Forced Labor



Pros

(positive possibilities related 

to Lyddie and the girls 

signing the petition)

Cons

(negative possibilities related 

to Lyddie and the girls 

signing the petition)



Gist sections of the 

text

Label and annotate evidence of how Lyddie and 

the girls attempt to bring about change in the 

mill. PROS vs. CONS



What are working conditions, and how are they 

affecting Lyddie and the other girls?

What can Lyddie and the girls do to bring about change 

in their working conditions?

Should Lyddie sign the petition or not?  PROS vs. CONS



Things Close Readers Do …

• Get the gist – figure out what the text is mostly about

• Re-read

• Cite evidence – what are the pros and cons for Lyddie and the girls 

when they attempt to bring about change in the working conditions in the 

mill?

• Use details from the text to make inferences and analyze

• Use context clues to figure out word meanings

• Continuously think about how all this comes together for 

you as the reader

• Talk with others about the text

Before we read, let’s talk about what we do when we read closely.
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